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I. Introduction
Purpose of the study

CLT has become a popular term in the development of syllabus design and
methodology of language teaching. Within the context of Taiwan MOE’s
permission for private publishers to develop communication-based English
textbooks for high school students, it is necessary to establish a solid set of criteria
for teachers or curriculum committee members to evaluate potential textbooks.
After all, the more mismatch occurring between the material and CLT principles
stressed in the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum Guidelines, the greater impact it
will have on all aspects of English teaching and learning, which would ultimately
be an obstacle to developing students’ communicative competence.

Therefore, the present study aims to understand whether junior high school
English textbooks that claim to help teach communicative competence are in line
with CLT principles. For this purpose, a popular and commonly-used textbook
series that claims to include CLT principles was chosen for analysis in this study.

Il. Literature Review

Current context of English teaching materials in Taiwan

With the reform and transition of English language pedagogies over the past
decades, the educational policies concerning English teaching and learning in
Taiwan have followed that trend as well. To help Taiwan adapt
communication-based English education, therefore; our government ameliorated
the traditional curriculum with the enactment of the Nine-year Integrated
Curriculum, in which the Ministry of Education of Taiwan has subsumed
elementary school into the scope of English language education since 1998. Thus,
English learning has undoubtedly become a popular trend for all people in Taiwan.

According to the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum Guidelines on the section
of Language Art regulated by the Ministry of Education of Taiwan in 2001,
principles in relation to the development of communicative competence for the



compilation of textbooks are clearly stated. In the selection of content for English
textbooks, the following three elements should be taken into consideration:

1. Themes and styles: each unit of the textbook should be designed on the
basis of motivational, practical, and life-connected principles.

2. Communicative functions: forty-five basic communicative functions are
listed in this section (see Table 2.1), which aim to provide textbook compilers with
guidelines for developing a variety of communication-based activities for the
textbook.

3. Elements of the language: each unit should include rules of alphabetical

writing, phonics, vocabulary, and sentence structures.

Table 2.1 Suggested Communicative Functions of the Nine-year Integrated

Curriculum Guidelines

Communicative Functions

01 | Asking about abilities 24 | Expressing likes and dislikes
02 | Asking about ownership 25 | Expressing prohibition
03 | Asking about prices 26 | Expressing wants and needs
Asking about the time, the day, Extending, accepting, and
04 27 LT
and the date declining invitations
05 | Asking about transportation 28 | Getting attention
06 | Asking for and giving advice 29 | Giving reasons

07 | Asking for and giving directions 30 | Greeting people

Introducing friends, family and

08 | Asking for and giving information | 31 oneself

09 | Asking for and giving instructions | 32 | Making appointments

10 | Asking for and giving permission | 33 | Making apologies

Asking how things are said in

11 English 34 | Making compliments

12 | Asking how words are spelled 35 | Making plans

13 Askmg.people to repeat or clarify 36 | Making requests
something

14 Checking a'nd indicating 37 | Making suggestions
understanding

15 | Comparing things, people, etc. 38 | Making telephone calls

16 | Describing actions 39 | Naming common toys and




household objects
17 | Describing people’s appearances 40 | Offering and requesting help
g | Describing emotions and 41 | Ordering food and drinks
experiences
19 | Describing a sequence 42 | Talking about location
20 Expressing agreement and 43 Talking about daily schedules and
disagreement activities
21 | Expressing congratulations 44 | Talking about frequency
) . Talking about past, present, and
22 | Expressing gratitude 45 future events
23 | Expressing concern

In the Language Arts section of the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum
Guidelines, an important element is in the description of the Principles of Material
Compilation. It emphasizes that the content should be practical, easy to understand,
bright and interesting. In addition, the compilation of all teaching materials should
“resort everything to learners’ interests and needs” (MOE of Taiwan, 2004).

In fact, this learner-centered principle has long been favored by many scholars
in the field of language teaching. In Byrd’s (2001) article about textbook evaluation,
for example, she highlighted the “fit” between the materials and (a) the curriculum,
(b) the students, and (c) the teachers (Byrd 2001, p. 416). Referring to the fit
between the materials and the students, Byrd thinks in order to meet learners’ needs,
the content of the material shouldn’t be based merely on the compiling guidelines
regulated by the faculty committee of the curriculum, but the true needs and
interests of language learners as well.

Another principle mentioned in the section of Language Art of Nine-year
Integrated Curriculum Guidelines is that life-connected situations should be the
primary focus in the process of textbook compilation. Also, to increase the
motivation of language learning as well as develop the basic communicative
competence, the design of the communication-based activities should be
accentuated and be as varied as possible. Furthermore, the themes of the material
should closely relate to students’ daily lives. Themes like the Internet, use of cell
phones, and manners of introducing oneself to others are all appropriate when

choosing themes for the materials. Finally, comprehensible dialogues and plots



should be employed in diverse linguistic circumstances as students’ age and level
of linguistic competence increase. These communication-based considerations are
all included in the document (MOE of Taiwan 2004, p. 7-9).

In Taiwan, the Ministry of Education (MOE) has given private publishers the
right to develop textbooks for students of elementary school, junior and senior high
schools, which creates a variety of choices for school teachers when selecting
textbooks. Therefore, the need for textbook evaluation criteria has been on the rise.
Among the research studies on teaching materials, those that focus on the
evaluation of junior high school English textbooks are quite popular. Huang (2005)
points out that since the implementation of English education into elementary
school in 2001, along with the Ministry of Education’s endorsement of private
publishers to compile textbooks, the selection and evaluation processes for English
textbooks have become crucial to all teachers and educational institutions. However,
in the results of the study, even though all the publishers have tried their best to
compile the most appropriate textbook based on the Nine-year Integrated
Curriculum Guidelines issued by the Ministry of Education of Taiwan, certain
items and activities in the English textbook are still somewhat more inclined
toward grammatical forms instead of the communication-based principles.
Therefore, it is possible that communication-based English textbooks may still
contain some materials that deviate from the principles of communicative
competence.

In addition to the issues with teaching materials, teachers sometimes may
misinterpret the general meaning of communication-based principles. Research on
the perceptions of the Communicative Language Teaching shows that teachers’
“views and actions dealt little with the academic literature pertaining to CLT or
their education (be it preservice or inservice) in learning about CLT” (Sato and
Kleinsasser 1999, p.494).

Accordingly, although the current trend of language teaching has switched
from the mechanical teaching of grammar to a more practical,

communication-based pedagogy, we may still wonder: are the activities appropriate



for students to develop their communicative competence? Findings in previous
research indicate different kinds of mismatch between what is claimed and what is
actually presented in terms of teaching, learning, and materials developed with
CLT-based principles. Such CLT-related mismatches include the inconsistency
between (a) teachers’ beliefs and their teaching behaviors (Sato and Kleinsasser,
1999), (b) teachers’ preference and learners’ learning preference (Nunan, 1993), (c)
learner needs and learner perceptions (Savignon and Wang, 2003), and (d)
teacher/learner preference and a meaning-based program (Anderson 1993).
However, it is interesting to note that among all the relevant studies of the
mismatches in CLT-based contexts, few have examined the consistency between
the materials and CLT principles. Because of this situation, the purpose of this
study has emerged as an examination of English teaching materials and the degree

to which they incorporate CLT principles.

Communicative competence

The ultimate goal of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is to develop
language learners’ communicative competence. The concept of communicative
competence originated with Dell Hymes (1971), who centered features of language
on ‘language in actual use’ and then developed the notion of social interaction.
This was in opposition to Chomsky’s (1965) view of linguistic competence, in
which the core function of language is for speakers to be able to apply their
grammatical knowledge to produce syntactically correct sentences. In Chomsky’s
view, linguistic competence is the only thing that matters in his theory of linguistics.
Hymes, on the other hand, points out that Chomsky gives no account of another
important element — the social interaction, which Hymes thinks is a crucial
component that leads to communicative competence. Richards and Rogers (2001)
contrasted Hymes’s view of communicative competence with Chomsky’s linguistic
competence:

Hymes held that such a view of linguistic theory was sterile, that

linguistic theory needed to be seen as incorporating communication and



culture. Hyme’s theory of communicative competence was a definition
of what a speaker needs to know in order to be communicatively
competent in a speech community. In Hyme’s view, a person who
acquires communicative competence acquires both knowledge and

ability for language use...... (2001, p.159)

In light of this shifted paradigm against Chomsky’s components of linguistic
competence, Hymes (1971) proposes four characteristics to describe

communicative performance. These features are:

1. Whether (and to what extent) something is formally possible;

2. Whether (and to what extent) something is feasible;

3. Whether (and to what extent) something is appropriate (adequate, happy,
successful) in relation to a context in which it is used and evaluated;

4.  Whether (and to what extent) something is in fact done, actually
performed, and what its doing entails. (1971: 12)

Among these four characteristics, the phrase ‘formally possible’ may refer to
one’s linguistic competence. As for the second feature, the term feasible
emphasizes that the speaker’s linguistic production should be comprehensible to
the others. The appropriateness mentioned in the third characteristic means that the
content produced by the speaker should be coherent and cohesive to the context.
Finally, the fourth feature is focusing on the authenticity of the speaker’s
production.

Another significant notion related to the field of Communicative Language
Teaching is Halliday’s (1972) notion of language functions. In Halliday’s view,
language has both macro and micro functions. Macro functions include ideational,
manipulative, heuristic and imaginative categories. Savignon (2002) suggests that
Halliday’s functions of communicative competence were synthesized into three

major categories. If we put these three functions together, they may “constitute but



one of three basic functions of language defined by Halliday, basic functions that
correspond to general categories of needs met by language” (Savignon, 2002, p.20).

According to Halliday (1970), language has the following functions:

1. Language serves for the expression of ‘content’: that is, of the
speaker’s experience of the real world, including the inner world of his
own consciousness. We may call this the ideational function.

2. Language serves to establish and maintain social relations: through
this function, which we may refer to as interpersonal, social groups are
delimited, and the individual is identified and reinforced.

3. Finally, language has to provide for making links with itself and with
features of the situation in which it is used. We may call this the fextual
function (1970, p.143).

The ideational function of language emphasizes not just an individual’s
linguistic knowledge but also its cooperation with the speaker’s personal
experiences and consciousness of the world. As for the interpersonal function of
language, it is similar to what Hymes’s (1972) proposed the notion of social
interaction, in which language serves as an instrument for people to communicate
and interact with one another. The third function of language, the textual function,
allows speakers or writers to select appropriate text, in written or spoken form, to
build or connect with their own ideas.

By 1975, Halliday proposed seven distinctive micro functions of
communicative competence. These functions, originally meant for the development
of children’s first language learning, are mentioned by Richards and Rogers (2001)

as:

1. the instrumental function: using language to get things
2. the regulatory function: using language to control the behavior of

others



3. the interactional function: using the language to create interaction
with others

4. the personal function: using language to express personal feelings
and meanings

5. the heuristic function: using language to learn and to discover

6. the imaginative function: using language to create a world of the
imagination

7. the representational function: using language to communicate

information (2001, p.160)

To conclude the overview of Halliday’s notion of functional competence, it is
found that the general definitions and focus on language learners’ competence are
focused on function-oriented quality. Proponents of CLT view second language
acquisition as ‘“acquiring the linguistic means to perform different kinds of
functions” (Richards & Rogers 2001, p.160).

To illustrate the features of communicative competence, Canale and Swain
(1980, 1983) divided the components of communicative competence into four
categories—grammatical, sociolinguistic, discourse, and strategic (Figure 2.1).

Grammatical competence s concerned with the capacity to take control of
the linguistic items or rules. This category includes the knowledge of phonology,
morphology, syntax and so on. Sociolinguistic competence refers to the appropriate
implementation of language in social contexts. It stresses the appropriateness of the
speaker’s oral production as well as its comprehensibility to others in social
contexts. Discourse competence, then, indicates the capability of the speaker to
comprehend and to express coherent and cohesive meanings. It concerns the skills
to unite one’s grammatical, semantic, and even pragmatic knowledge to create
distinctive responses in either spoken or written form. Strategic competence
signifies the speaker’s ability to apply a variety of methods—including both verbal
and non-verbal skills—to maintain a conversation. This competence contains the

characteristic of filling in the blanks of a conversation, as well as the characteristic



of propelling the efficacy of communication.

Figure 2.1 Components of Communicative Competence (Canale & Swain 1980, p. 38)

Richards and Rogers (2001) also made a comparative link between the
previous literature and communicative competence. Their interpretation of
communicative competence is similar with those of Canale and Swain and of

Savignon:

Grammatical competence refers to what Chomsky calls linguistic
COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE

Grammatical

Sociolinguistic

CONTEXTS
Discourse

Strategic

competence and what Hymes intends by what is ‘formally possible.” It
is the domain of grammatical and lexical capacity. Sociolinguistic
competence refers to an understanding of the social context in which
communication takes place, including role relationships, the shared
information of the participants, and the communicative purpose for their
interaction. Discourse competence refers to the interconnectedness and
of how meaning is represented in relationship to the entire discourse or
text. Strategic competence refers to the coping strategies that
communicators employ to initiate, terminate, maintain, repair, and

redirect communication (2001, p. 160).



The next model of language competence was proposed by Bachman (1990),
who expanded components of language competence in a more specific and detailed
scope. In this framework, language competence is composed of two major
parts—organization competence and pragmatic competence, which can be taken as
linguistic-based and function-based categories. Organizational competence
includes grammatical competence and textual competence, and pragmatic
competence includes illocutionary competence and sociolinguistic competence

(Figure 2.2).

Language Competence

Organizational Competence Pragmatic Competence
Grammatical Texual llocutionary Sociolinguistic
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Figures of
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Figure 2.2 Components of Language Competence (Bachman 1990)

Having reviewed these statements about communicative competence, it is
necessary to contextualize a more global and universal view of communicative
competence. Savignon (2002) explicitly depicted five characteristics of

communicative competence:

1. Communicative competence is a dynamic rather than a static

concept. It depends on the negotiation of meaning between two or



more people who share to some degree the same symbolic system. In
this sense, then, communicative competence can be said to be an

interpersonal rather than an intrapersonal trait.

This feature concerns the interaction between/among speakers who possess a
similar repertoire of linguistic properties. Instead of the actions generated within
oneself, communicative competence seems to function more on the reactions

occurring between/among speakers.

2. Communicative competence applies to both written and spoken

language, as well as to many other symbolic systems.

This statement clearly conveys that one’s ability of communication appears
not merely in spoken form but also in written, verbal/non-verbal, and in many other

aspects of language performance.

3. Communicative competence is context specific. Communication
takes place in an infinite variety of situations, and success in a
particular role depends on one’s understanding of that situation and
on one’s prior experience in a similar context. Success requires
making appropriate choices of register and style in terms of the

situation and the other participants.

In this description, communicative competence reveals its uniqueness in
diverse circumstances. That is to say, in the process of communication, individuals
have to receive and comprehend particular messages and then select a set of

suitable linguistic elements to make corresponding responses.

4. There is a theoretical difference between competence and

performance. Competence is defined as a presumed underlying



ability and performance as the overt manifestation of that ability.
Competence is what one knows. Performance is what one does.
However, only performance is observable, and it is only through
performance that competence can be developed, maintained, and

evaluated.

This interpretation of communicative competence indicates that in contrast to
the noticeable performance, competence refers to one’s interior knowledge, which

exists in abstract appearance and is covert to the outer world.

5. Communicative competence is relative, not absolute, and
depends on the cooperation of all the participants. It makes sense,
then, to speak of degrees of communicative competence (2002,
p.14-15).

The last characteristic of communicative competence points out the very core
value of all features—that successful communication relies heavily on the
collaboration of all members involved in a particular conversation, within a shared
context.

To sum up, developing communicative competence is crucial to all language
learners during the learning process. Although the definitions of communicative
competence may according to one’s perception, one very basic concept exists
within the literature: the generalization of communicative competence derives from

the pursuit of the language learner’s communication-based needs.

2.3 Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) emerged in the late 1960s when
the the Audiolingual Method (ALM) in the United States and Situational Language
Teaching (SLT) in Britain came under criticism by linguists in those countries.

Since that time, critics in both countries have focused on the value of



communicative competence and its impact on language teaching/learning.
Consequently, after the extensive discussion and intensive research studies about
communicative competence in the field of language pedagogies, the approach of
Communicative Language Teaching then was introduced to the world.

The first version of CLT came from Wilkins (1972), who proposed two
categories for the content of meanings underlying the communicative uses of
language—functional and notional meanings. A few years later, Wilkins reorganized
these two categories and then published the book Notional Syllabuses (Wilkins
1976), which greatly influenced the development of CLT.

Richards & Rogers (2001) stress that CLT advocates in America and Britain
“see it as an approach (and not a method) that aims to (a) make communicative
competence the goal of language teaching and (b) develop procedures for the
teaching of the four language skills that acknowledge the interdependence of
language and communication” (Richards & Rogers 2001, p.155).

Instead of focusing only on the functions of language, Communicative
Language Teaching puts the same amount of emphasis on both grammatical and
functional orientations. As a result, CLT can be considered an integrated approach.
As Littlewood (1981:1) states, “One of the most characteristic features of
communicative language teaching is that it pays systematic attention to functional
as well as structural aspects of language.” According to Richards and Rogers

(2001), the core meaning of CLT should entail the following elements:

1. Language is a system for the expression of meaning.

2. The primary function of language is to allow interaction and
communication.

3. The structure of language reflects its functional and
communicative uses.

4. The primary units of language are not merely its grammatical and
structural features, but categories of functional and communicative

meaning as exemplified in discourse (2001, p.161).



Similarly, Finocchiaro and Brumfit (1983) made a comparison of the

pedagogical features between Audiolingual Method (ALM) and Communicative
Language Teaching (CLT). Compared to ALM, CLT differs from ALM in several

key ways: (a) the conveyance of meanings, (b) the communicative functions of

language, (c) the consideration of the learner’s needs and interests, and (d) the

importance of fluency over accuracy, which are highly stressed in the CLT

framework. The features are abstracted and classified by the researcher as follows:

(a) The conveyance of meanings:

Meaning is paramount.

Contextualization is a basic premise.

(b) The communicative functions of language:

Language learning is learning to communicate.

Effective communication is sought.

Dialogues, if used, center around communicative functions and are
not normally memorized.

Attempts to communicate may be encouraged from the very
beginning.

The target linguistic system will be learned best through the process
of struggling to communicate.

Communicative competence is the desired goal (i.e., the ability to
use the linguistic system effectively and appropriately).

Students are expected to interact with other people, either in the
flesh, through pair and group work, or in their writings.

The teacher cannot know exactly what language the students will

use.

(c) The consideration of the learner’s needs and interests:

Any device that helps the learners is accepted—varying according to

their age, interest, etc.



e  Teachers help learners in any way that motivates them to work with
the language.

e Judicious use of native language is accepted where feasible.

e  Translation may be used where students need or benefit from it.

e  Sequencing is determined by any consideration of content, function,
or meaning that maintains interest.

e Intrinsic motivation will spring from an interest in what is being
communicated by the language.

e Reading and writing can start from the first day, if desired.

(d) The importance of fluency over accuracy:

e Fluency and acceptable language is the primary goal: accuracy is
judged not in the abstract, but in context.

e  Comprehensible pronunciation is sought.

e Language is created by the individual, often through trial and error.

e  Drilling may occur, but only peripherally.

e Linguistic variation is a central concept in materials and

methodology (1983, p. 91-93).

Clearly, the goal of Communicative Language Teaching is to develop
language learners’ communicative competence. Numerous experts in this field have
described the characteristics, principles, and teacher/learner roles of CLT. Margie
Berns (1990), for example, offers eight principles of Communicative Language
Teaching. For example, language contains a functional as well as instrumental
characteristic, in which language serves as “a social tool which speakers use to
make meaning.” (1990:104) That is, the role of language in CLT is executed
through an understanding of the needs of communication in social context. This
principle highlights the fact that speakers employ languages to express ideas,
comprehend meanings, and to interact with others for social needs.

Another of Berns’ principles emphasizes the naturalness and authenticity of

different language productions which are crucial and valued in language teaching.



CLT teachers may apply any authentic materials from real life, written or spoken,
to a language classroom. In addition, although CLT emphasizes fluency rather than
accuracy, it is still necessary to distinguish the level of a language learner’s
competence based on the learner’s accurate use of language.

Besides the principles mentioned above, cultural learning also plays an
important role in language teaching. It not only gives learners a new perspective
toward the target language but shapes the capacity of the learner’s communicative
competence. The most prominent feature of CLT is that any method is appropriate
as long as it is for communicative competence and matches language learners’
needs. This is particularly important in the context of cultural learning because
there’s no specific method or technique to shape this aspect of communicative
approach.

Finally, the rest principles are exactly like what Halliday (1970) proposed in
the functions of language—ideational, interpersonal, and textual functions related to
the development of learner’s competence. In addition, learning from doing is also
mentioned.

Lightbown and Spada (1993) offer the following characteristics of the
communicative  classroom, in which the conveyance of meanings,
comprehensibility of the context, authenticity of the learning text, positive attitudes
toward student’s errors, and the acceptance of students’ use of their first language
are the main focus of a communicative approach. These features are listed as

follows:

1. Emphasis is placed on the meaning conveyed by a message rather
than on its surface form.

2. A limited amount of error correction is exercised.

3. Language is made comprehensible to learners by the use of context
and extralinguistic cues, rather than by structural grading of forms.

4. Students are exposed to a variety of discourse types.

5. Students’ errors are considered a natural part of the learning process,



and little pressure is applied to perform at high levels of accuracy.
6. Teachers are encouraged to adapt their language to maximize

learners’ understanding (1993, p.72-73).

In addition to Berns’s (1993) discussion, Johnson and Johnson (1998)
identify five core characteristics that wunderlie current applications of
communicative methodology: (1) appropriateness, (2) message focus, (3)
psycholinguistic processing, (4) risk taking and (5) free practice. The general idea
among these five features is focusing on the use of the language functions in social
contexts. Another significant contribution to the framework of Communicative
Language Teaching is built by Brown (2001), who gives an explicit illustration of

the essence of this communicative approach:

1. Classroom goals focus on all of the components (grammatical,
discourse, functional, sociolinguistic, and strategic) of
communicative competence. Goals, therefore, must integrate the
organizational aspects of language with the pragmatic.

2. Language techniques are designed to engage learners in the
pragmatic, authentic, functional use of language for meaningful
purposes. Organizational language forms are not the central focus,
but rather aspects of language that enable the learner to accomplish
those purposes.

3. Fluency and accuracy are seen as complementary principles
underlying communicative techniques. At times, fluency may have
to take on more importance than accuracy in order to keep learners
meaningfully engaged in language use.

4. Students in a communicative class ultimately have to use the
language, productively and receptively, in unrehearsed contexts
outside the classroom. Classroom tasks must therefore equip

students with the skills necessary for communication in those



contexts.

5. Students are given opportunities to focus on their own learning
process, both through an understanding of their own styles of
learning and through the development if appropriate strategies for
autonomous learning.

6. The role of the teacher is that of facilitator and guide, not an
all-knowing source of knowledge. Students are encouraged to

construct meaning through genuine linguistic interaction with others

(2001, p.43).

Richards and Rogers (2001) identify the functions of language as meaning
conveyance, interaction, and communicative uses. They propose a diverse set of
principles that reflect a communicative view of language and language learning
that can be used to support a wide variety of classroom procedures. These

principles include:

e Learners learn a language through using it to communicate.

e Authentic and meaningful communication should be the goal of
classroom activities.

e Fluency is an important dimension of communication.

e Communication involves the integration of different language skills.

e Learning is a process of creative construction and involves trial and

error (2001, p.172-173).

It is significant that the same key elements of communicative approach keep
occurring in the previous literature. Savignon (2002), for example, summarizes the

guiding tenets of communicative approach to second language (L2) teaching:

1. Language use is creative.

2. Language use consists of many abilities in a broad communicative



framework.

3. L2 learning, like L1 learning, begins with the needs and interests of
the learner.

4. An analysis of learner needs and interests provides the most effective
basis for materials development.

5. The basic unit of practice should always be a text or a chunk of
discourse.

6. The teacher assumes a variety of roles to permit learner participation

in a wide range of communicative situations (2002, p.28-29).

Among the six tenets, the emphases on student needs and interests for
material development as well as the need for authentic teaching materials that allow
language learners to convey meaning are the basic guidelines for the development
of CLT materials. In addition, materials can almost shape what a classroom
teaching looks like. It is evidently clear that an effective implementation of CLT
principles into classroom teaching needs not only the cooperation of both teacher
and student, but most importantly the selection of a genuine CLT-based material,

which completely meets the motive of the study.

2.4 Developing material evaluation

Since material plays an important part in classroom teaching, a reliable and
valid process for the evaluation of teaching materials is crucial. As Byrd (2001)
comments, “in addition to our student and ourselves, another constant in the lives
of most teachers is our textbook. Few teachers enter class without a textbook—that
provides content and teaching/learning activities that shape much of what happens
in that classroom” (2001, p.415).

Speaking of the role of instructional materials in a CLT context, Richards and
Rogers (2001) think materials have the primary role of promoting communicative
language use. Therefore, they have proposed three types of materials implemented

in CLT, which are labeled as (1) text-based materials, (2) task-based materials and



(3) realia. In text-based materials, for example, the table of contents is not like
those of traditional textbooks, in which the units are usually grammatically
organized and distributed. Instead, a text-based material comprises “a kind of
grading and sequencing of language practice.” As for task-based materials, things
like pair talks, games, role plays and simulations are all included in this category.
Specifically, task-based texts are presented in such forms as activity cards,
information gap booklets, or cue cards for games. Last, CLT materials like realia
emphasize the use of “authentic,” “from-life” texts in a language classroom, such
as signs, magazines, and advertisements, which are all helpful in communicative
teaching. The authenticity of the material exists in different definitions and forms;
most importantly, this type of text should be selected from “real life,” in order to
meaningfully develop students’ communicative competence.

Savignon (2002) proposed a checklist of twenty items for the evaluation of
communicative materials. Each item is based on the theory and practice of
communicative language teaching that has been discussed in previous literature.
According to Savignon (2002), these items incorporate (1) the assumptions that the
materials make about the learner and the learning process, (2) the content of the
materials, and (3) the implied role of the teacher. Therefore, in view of these
characteristics of the evaluation of teaching materials, the researcher developed a
framework comprising nine crucial elements of communicative principles. This
framework is designed primarily based on Savignon’s (2002) checklist of materials
evaluation, which includes most of the representative principles of CLT. This
self-developed framework is employed in this study as the criteria for evaluating

teaching materials. The categories in this framework are listed as follows:

A Self-developed Framework for Material Evaluation
1. Communicative objectives of the exercises/activities: This criterion
examines whether the items arranged in the unit are more inclined to the
creative use of language and the conveyance of meanings, or to complete

sentences and use of specific structures.



2. Relevance of personal interests and experiences: Is the theme of the unit
or the plot of the dialogue interesting to readers? Does the theme of the
unit relate to student’s personal experiences?

3. An integrative or separate practice of four language skills: Do the
activities of the unit aim to train students’ four language skills separately
or interactively?

4. Rationale of exercise types: Is there a clear rationale for exercise types
and their reaction to both short-term and long-term goals of the learners?

5. Encouragement of the use of classroom language: Does the material
encourage students to use the target language in classroom context like
“What does ~ mean?” “What would you say if...... ?” and so on?

6. Outside classroom language samples: Does the material encourage
students to look for some target language samples outside the textbook or
classroom?

7. Interesting layout: Are there any pictures, charts, colors, drawings and so
on in the material that trigger reader’s interests to read the texts?

8. Teacher’s role: What role does the teacher play in terms of the
implementation of the material, leading or assisting?

9. Accessibility to supplementary materials: Does the material have any
supplementary materials that enhance student’s learning, like visual aids,

workbooks, or a teacher’s guide?

In conclusion, with the extensive promotion of Communicative Language
Teaching in Taiwan in terms of both pedagogical techniques and material
compilations, it is inevitable that school teachers will need to evaluate their
materials based on communicative principles. However, in the context of high
school English materials evaluation, most related research studies in Taiwan focus
merely on either teacher’s beliefs or student’s preferences of English textbook
activities, few of them attempted to evaluate the materials with theory-based

criteria. Byrd (2001) comments that “making a comprehensive yet reasonable



checklist for evaluation of textbooks is an enormous challenge that requires
different lists for different types of courses in different settings” (2001: 416). The
goal of this current research is to examine a series of junior high English textbooks
which claim to integrate principles of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)
and develop learners’ communicative competence. Yet, although the textbooks are
quite popular among English teachers in junior high schools, some teachers and
students may still feel confused about or bored with the claimed communicative
texts or activities in their textbooks from time to time. In addition, research has
indicated a constant mismatch of what is claimed to be in language teaching or in
the language textbook and what is in reality. Therefore, it is necessary for the
researcher to examine whether the junior high school English textbooks are in line
with principles of CLT. The research question, therefore, is as follows:

To what extent are the English language textbooks for junior high school students

in line with the CLT principles?



I11. Methodology
The present study employs a qualitative research design using material content
analysis to determine if there is any mismatch between the materials that claim to
help implement CLT in classroom teaching and the actual established CLT
principles. This chapter begins with an illustration of the setting of the study,
explaining the current context of English material evaluation in Taiwan, as well as
the rationale for textbook selection. It then delineates the procedures for the

implementation of the CLT-based evaluation framework.

3.1 Setting

With the global trend of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), or
Communicative Approach, increasing in the field of English teaching, Taiwan has
put a lot of effort into promoting nationwide English education. In recent years, the
enactment of the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum has made English education a
more prominent issue, in which developing students’ communicative competence
becomes the guiding principle.

In 1996, the Ministry of Education (MOE) authorized the private publishers
in Taiwan to develop textbooks for elementary, junior and senior high school
students based on MOE’s guidelines for textbook compilation. This policy has
created a variety of options for teachers and school curriculum committee members
from which to select textbooks. However, consequential issues, such as the quality
of each publisher’s products in terms of the content, layout, or principles of
textbook compilation, as well as any mismatch between the publishers’ compiling
principles and the CLT-based guidelines announced by MOE can seriously impact
teachers and students. Therefore, the need of textbook evaluation has been on the
rise.

This study then aims to discover to what extent the current English textbooks
in Taiwan are aligned with CLT-based principles. Among the various publishers
that publish junior high school English textbooks, the researcher chose a very

popular and commonly-used textbook series to conduct the evaluation of the study.



This set of textbooks, according to the publisher’s introduction, claims to include
the CLT-based principles required in the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum
Guidelines. Since the textbook series has been widely adopted by the majority of
junior high schools, they appear to meet the needs and preferences of the decision
makers. This widespread adoption of this series suggests that it is a role model for
other publishers in Taiwan; therefore, it should conform to the CLT-based
principles. Otherwise, it would just be a waste of the nation’s educational resources.
What’s more, it may mislead teachers’/learners’ perceptions of communicative
teaching/learning and drive Taiwan’s current secondary education from the track of
a genuine CLT-based framework. The efforts made for the Basic Competence Test
for Junior High School Students may be influenced by such a mismatch as well.

Therefore, an evaluation of this textbook series is definitely needed.

3.2 Instruments

Three instruments are employed in this study: (1) a series of six junior high
school English textbooks as the materials to be evaluated, (2) a four-aspect
framework to be used for macro analysis, and (3) a set of evaluation criteria
adopted for micro analysis.

The components of the textbook series include Introduction, Table of
Contents, Content Chart, Characters of the Book, nine major units (six major units
in Book Six) and three review units (two review units in Book 6), Vocabulary List,
and Appendix.

The framework for macro analysis contains four aspects adapted from
Savignon’s (2002) guidelines on materials evaluation and a modified model of
classification of sample test items according to task and response mode. The four
aspects include (a) the age level that the materials address, (b) the proficiency level
of language that the materials are designed for, (c) the consistency of the layout,
design, illustrations, and choices of vocabulary of the materials, as well as the
activities involving learner attitudes and feelings, and (d) the components of each

unit.



The instrument for micro analysis is a set of evaluation criteria containing

nine categories, which are listed in Table 3.1:

Table 3.1: Categories for Materials Evaluation

No. Category
1. Communicative Objectives of the Exercise/Activities
2. Relevance of Personal Interests and Experiences
3. An Integrative or Separate Practice of Four Language Skills
4. Rationale of Exercise Types
5. Encouragement on the Use of Classroom Language
6. Outside Classroom Language Samples
7. Interesting Layout
8. Teacher’s Role
0. Accessibility to Supplementary Materials

This set of criteria was adapted from Savignon’s (2002) framework of
material evaluation (see Table 3.2). Some of the items in the original framework

were not applicable to the present study and were not included.



Table 3.2: Materials Evaluation Framework (Savignon 2002, p.152-154)

No.

Evaluation Item

1.

To what age level are the materials addressed? Are they consistent in this
respect with regard to layout, design, illustrations, and choice of vocabulary,

as well as with regard to activities involving learner attitudes and feelings?

What is the presumed L2 background of the learners for whom the materials
are intended; that is, what, if any, prior experience with the language is

assumed?

Is the learner treated as an intelligent human being whose capacity for

partnership is taken seriously?

Are explanations clear and appropriate to the level of instruction and the age
of the learners? Is there an avoidance of unnecessary metalanguage

(professional jargon) in talking about language and communication?

What is the learner expected to do with the materials? Do all exercises and
activities require answers in a complete sentence and / or the use of specific
structures? Or do they give equal attention to the conveyance of meanings

and the creative use of language?

What opportunity is there for learners to relate the materials to their personal

interests and experiences?

Do the materials go beyond a “four skills” approach to L2 acquisition—that
is, listening, speaking, reading, and writing—to reflect an understanding of
the communicative abilities—interpretation, expression, and negotiation of

meaning—that underlie all language use?

Is the L2 presented as a neutral means of communication, detached from its
historical, cultural, and human values? Or is there an awareness that in
acquiring a second language one is acquiring a new perspective on

interpersonal relations?

Is there a clear rationale for exercise types and their reaction to both the

short-term and long-term goals of the learners?

10.

Are the learners encouraged to use the L2 in the daily conduct of class




activities? Are they shown ways of saying, “I’m sorry I don’t understand,”
“What do you mean?” “Let me explain,” “What’s the word for ?”” and

so on?

11.

Are learners encouraged to look for language samples outside the textbook

and outside the classroom?

12.

What classroom arrangements do the materials suggest? Is there provision
for working in pairs and small groups as well as for working with a whole

class?

13.

What provisions are made for evaluation of learner progress? Are testing

guidelines consistent with the stated and implicit objectives of the program?

14.

Are the materials attractive? Are there photographs, drawings, charts, colors,
and so forth that invite the learners to browse, ask questions, start a

conversation?

15.

What are the criteria for the selection and ordering of language samples? Is

the basic organizational framework structural, functional, or situational?

16.

How realistic are the language samples? Is the context sufficient to convey

meaning?

17.

If there is more than one L2 culture, is this made clear? Similarly, do the

materials reflect an awareness of varieties within the L.2?

18.

What registers are used? Are they appropriate to the learners’ intended use of

the language? Is a distinction made between written and oral discourse?

19.

What role is assigned to the teacher? What special skills does this role

require?

20.

What supplementary materials are available? Are there student workbooks?
a teacher’s guide? visual aids? To what extent do they enhance the major

themes or content of the textbook?

3.3

Data collection procedures

The only data collected for the present study was a series of junior high

school English textbooks. Data collecting procedures are described in the



following.

With the awareness of the current trend of communicative language teaching
in EFL contexts, along with an opportunity to participate in the process of textbook
selection at the junior high school where the researcher has been working for one
year, the researcher spotted the need and importance of material evaluation.
Therefore, the researcher chose a set of commonly-used junior high school English
materials as the source for analysis with attempt to understand if the material is in
line with CLT principles.

This set of materials includes six books, which are used sequentially in the
six semesters within junior high school education. Book One and Book Two were
collected from the researcher since the researcher is teaching seventh grader’s
English at the junior high school. Book Four was collected from one colleague of
the researcher’s who is responsible for teaching eighth grader’s English. Book
Three, Five and Six were collected from the salesperson in charge of the

publisher’s business.

3.4 Data analysis

This section presents two major types of data analysis of the present study—
macro analysis and micro analysis—and the procedures used to analyze the data.
Data Analysis Procedures

In this study, data analysis of the study was conducted with a comprehensive
content analysis of the materials, using both macro and micro analysis techniques
in order to get a thorough picture of the evaluation process of the textbooks. Macro
analysis was conducted with the four-aspect framework adapted from Savignon’s
guidelines on materials evaluation and a modified model of classification of sample
test items according to task and response mode. Micro analysis was conducted
based on the criteria of CLT principles. Data analysis procedures are illustrated as
follows:
Step 1: Familiarization with the materials

To initiate data analysis, the researcher repeatedly read through the whole



set of textbook series five times. The first two readings focused on macro
analysis and involved an overview of the six textbooks. In the first reading,
the researcher looked at the general layout of the materials and tried to
determine the age and proficiency level targeted by the materials. The
consistency among the layout, design, illustrations, choices of vocabulary,
as well as the opportunities for involvement of learner attitudes and feelings
were analyzed and examined throughout the components of each unit. In the
second reading, the researcher examined components of each unit in the six
textbooks by jotting down the types of exercise, calculating the page
proportion of each type of exercise in the unit, and the total page proportion

of each type of exercise in each book (see Table 3.3).

Table 3.3 Page Proportion of Exercise Types

Book
B1 B2 B3 B4 BS Bo6 Mean (%)
Exercise Type
Warm-up 8 9 9 9 9 6 8%
Dialogue 16 18 18 18 18 12 16 %
Theme Words 10 10.5 10.5 9 9 6 9%
Sentence Pattern 18.5 20 20.5 18.5 24.5 9 18 %
Practice 2 3 0 2.5 0 0 1%
Reading 8 9 12 13.5 27 15 14 %
Activity 6.5 3 1 1.5 1 0 2%
Exercise 10 10 10 9 9 0 8 %
Phonics 8 9 4.5 4.5 0 0 4%
Challenge 8 9 9 9 9 8 8%
Extension 4 3 2 3 4 0 3%
Song / Chants 4 5 0 0 0 0 1%
Word Formation 1 0.5 1.5 0.5 0.5 0 1 %
Grammar Focus 0 0 0 0 0 8 1%
Comics 0 9 9 9 9 0 6 %




Oral Practice 0 0 0 0 0 3 1%

Total Page Number 104 118 107 109 120 67

The remaining three readings involved the coding and categorizing
procedures for the micro analysis, which is detailed in the following
description.

Step 2: Data coding
The coding of data in the present study includes two procedures. First,
identify each item in the six textbooks. Second, label the identified item in

order to specify its characteristics.

Step 3: Categorizing
In this stage of data analysis, the researcher collected the labels marked in
the six textbooks, compared and contrasted the similarities and differences
of the labels, and grouped and classified similar labels into bigger
categories.

Step 4: Identifying emerging themes
After the categorizing stage, the researcher looked through the categories
classified in the previous stage again with an attempt to discover distinct
themes that emerged from identical categories.

Step 5: Matching themes with the evaluation criteria
At the last stage of data analysis, the emerged themes were compared with
the criteria developed by the researcher on the basis of Savignon’s (2002)

materials evaluation framework.

In conclusion, the procedures of data analysis are designed to determine whether
this series of English textbooks is in line with CLT principles. The results of data

analysis were presented in the following chapter.




IV. Material Analysis

4.1 Material analysis

This study aims to examine and evaluate junior high school English
textbooks with the criteria based on CLT principles. The material selected for this
study is a set of six junior high school English textbooks, which is currently quite
popular among junior high schools and commonly adopted by the curriculum
development committees as junior high school English learning materials. The
analysis of the study was conducted with both macro and micro techniques. Each
type of analytic techniques is subsequently described in the following sections

along with the results of the study.

4.2 Results
Macro Analysis
In macro analysis, the analyzed material is evaluated in four distinctive
aspects. Aspect 1 to 3 are developed based on Savignon’s (2002) guidelines on
materials evaluation, the three aspects are:
(1) The age level targeted by the materials.
(2) The proficiency level of language that the materials are designed for.
(3) The consistency with respect to the layout, design, illustrations, and
choices of vocabulary of the materials, as well as with regard to activities

involving learner attitudes and feelings.
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items according to task and responses mode. In this modified model (see Figure
4.2), the constituent parts, i.e. text items, of one unit in the textbook can be referred
to the test items of a task in Savignon’s (2002) model. Therefore, the fourth aspect
of the macro analysis is about:

(4) The components of each unit compiled in the analyzed textbooks.

Warm-up
Theme Words Dialogue Challenge
Sentence Pattern Reading Songs/Chants
Fun with Sounds Exercise Comics

v

‘Discrete-poinﬂ Task

Figure 4.2 A Modified Model of Classification of Text Items

Aspect 1: The age level addressed by the materials.

According to the introduction page of the material, this set of English
textbooks is basically designed for junior high school students, about 13 to 15 years
of age. The readers of this material are supposed to have finished their 6-year
primary education. The speech tone of the material, therefore, is set to address the

adolescent-level of learners.

Aspect 2: The proficiency level of language that the materials are designed for.

This set of textbooks is set to provide English learning materials for students
of basic language level. Generally, students who finish the whole set of textbooks
should be able to apply basic communicative competence into daily contexts. That
is, they should be capable of using English to communicate with others through the

appropriate use of the four language skills—listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Aspect 3: The consistency with respect to the layout, design, illustrations, and



choices of vocabulary of the materials, as well as with regard to activities involving
learner attitudes and feelings.

The layout of the six textbooks is consistent and includes Introduction, Table
of Contents, Content Chart, Characters of the book, 9 major units and 3 review
units, all of which are compiled in an orderly manner. Due to a shorter sixth
semester of junior high school—usually one month less than the other five—Book
6 contains only six units.

In each major unit, there are several fixed components, including Warm-up,
Dialogue, Theme Words, Sentence Pattern, Reading, Fun with Sounds, Exercise,
Challenge, and Comics. All of the components are consistently organized in each
unit, which is an average of 12 to 14 pages in length.

Besides the fixed components, sometimes certain units will contain a section
of extension activities, which aims to summarize the major points of the unit for
students to apply in daily context more extensively. The illustrations of the tasks in
each textbook are basically very concise and comprehensive.

It is found that the choice of vocabulary in the six textbooks is based on the
following principles:

(@) The primary classifications of selected vocabulary. In each book, all of
the selected vocabulary is categorized into three groups: application
words, recognition words, and theme words. The application words in
each textbook require students to understand the meanings, to distinguish
the pronunciations, and to correctly spell and write them in order to use
them to deal with textual or oral communication. The recognition words
in each textbook refer to the ones that students do not have to be able to
spell or write. Students do need to understand the meanings and to
distinguish the pronunciations in order to facilitate contextual
understandings. The theme words are selected based on the theme of each
unit.

(b) How to illustrate the vocabulary with multiple definitions: When the

vocabulary has more than one definition occurring in another unit,



multiple definitions will be listed as additional information for facilitating
students’ comprehension and application.

(c) The use of the vocabulary extension activity section: The vocabulary in
this category has the same functions as the recognition words, in which
students are only required to understand the meanings and to distinguish
the pronunciations. Spelling and writing of the vocabulary are not
necessary.

(d) Vocabulary occurring in peripheral sections: The vocabulary that
occurs in sections like Challenge, Activity, Fun with Sounds,
Songs/Chants, and Comics has supplementary functions, and it only
occurs in teacher’s book. Teachers may or may not teach them depending

on the classroom needs.

Aspect 4: Components of each unit.

The consistently occurring components in each unit include Warm-up,
Dialogue, Theme Words, Sentence Pattern, Reading, Fun with Sounds, Exercise,
Challenge, and Comics. These components are analyzed based on their text items
and then classified with the modified model (see Figure 4.2). The one which is
closer to the discrete-point side ought to be a grammatical-oriented compilation; on
the contrary, the one which is closer to the integrative side ought to be a more
communicative-oriented compilation. Generally, it is found that the components of
the six textbooks are distributed averagely between integrative and discrete-point

orientation.

Micro Analysis

In micro analysis, the analyzed material is examined carefully with a
framework of CLT principles comprised of nine criteria. The criteria are based on
Savignon’s (2002) framework on materials evaluation, and the results of micro

analysis are described in the following pages.



Criterion 1. Communicative objectives of the exercises/activities: What is the
learner expected to do with the materials? Do all exercises and
activities require answers in a complete sentence and/or the use of
specific structures? Or do they give equal attention to the

conveyance of meanings and the creative use of language?

Generally, the learners are expected to learn many aspects of the target
language with the materials, such as vocabulary, phonics, and specific sentence
patterns or conversations in different social context. However, it is found that very
few exercises or activities in the six textbooks focus on the creative use of language.
For example, the warm-up activity on page 1 of Book 2 requires learners to use
English to describe what they see in five pictures of different animals doing various
things. So, students may produce sentences like “the elephant can play the drums,”
“I see the dog can surf,” and “the bird is riding a bike.” Or on page 51 of Book 5,
p.51, students are encouraged to make as many sentences as possible based on the
given text. This kind of activity occurs once or twice at most in each book.

For certain exercises, however, learners are required to answer the question in
a complete sentence, or to use specific sentence structures. On page 69 of Book 4,
the Sentence Pattern section requires students to finish the discrete sentences
practice with the assigned structure, like “Some of the pencils are short,” “Two of

the women are waitresses,” or “Most of them are pink.” On page 96 of Book 3, the

exercise requires students to answer the question in a complete sentence. The

question is stated as follows:

1. Today is January 5. Lily is going to buy a sweater at Susan’s
Store tonight. How much will she spend on the sweater?

Certainly, students would understand that they should answer the question in a



complete sentence like “She will spend five hundred dollars on the sweater,”
instead of “Five hundred dollars,” or just “Five hundred.” This kind of exercise or
activity is actually deviating from the principles of CLT, because the ultimate goal
of a CLT material should be developing students’ communicative competence in
any forms of context—that is, in this example, the focus should be students’
comprehension of the English question along with their ability to figure out the
correct answer, rather than practicing how to use a complete sentence structure to
answer the question. Basically, the exercises in Sentence Pattern, Dialog, Reading,

Exercise or Challenge sections cannot be considered as creative use of language.

Criterion 2. Relevance of personal interests and experiences: What
opportunity is there for learners to relate the materials to their

personal interests and experiences?

In fact, few opportunities are found in the six textbooks for learners to relate
the materials to their personal interests or experiences. In regard to inquiring about
personal experiences, for example, it may only occur once in each unit, usually at
the end of the sentence pattern practice, after a series of form-focus drills in
non-meaningful context. Examples of this type of experience related-question from

Book 2 are listed below:

5. A: Can you paint?
B:

(Book 2, p.5)
4. A: Do you study English after school every day?
B:

(Book 2, p.20)
4. Which drink do you like, green tea, milk tea or orange juice?



(Book 2, p.48)

Comparing to the numbers of those drilling items in non-meaningful
context, the proportion of the items for learners to relate their personal
experiences is relatively lower. This situation may easily make language learners
feel distant from the learning target, hence lessen their learning motivation, which

is very inappropriate for communicative materials.

Criterion 3. An integrative or separate practice of 4 language skills: Do the
materials go beyond a “four skills” approach to L2 acquisition—that
is, listening, speaking, reading, and writing—to reflect an
understanding of the communicative abilities—interpretation,
expression, and negotiation of meaning—that underlie all language

use?

Generally speaking, this set of materials contains both types of
exercises—the one that aims to train learner’s language skills separately as well as
the one that integrate the four language skills into one activity.

For the integrative practice of four language skills, the exercise on page 122
of Book 5 requires learners to employ both their reading and writing skills to finish

the task, as shown in the text below:

B. Write. (Read the following travel journal and answer the questions.)
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2. Which daughter of Mrs. Kaya’s danced the best?




A. Listen and check. (Listen to the dialog and check.)

1. | J The boy called Jenny yesterday.
On the 5 ills, the
exercise og.pﬁag IRitd Wenlt th sy I61aB8 tat fight: st of sample fentence
structures and then ransto € assigned Sentence o specitic structures, which

isa compl&e\[ [1 Jenny helped Rita with Science last night.

J

Read.

It is a wonderful experience for Mike to visit museums.
W| = To visit museums is a wonderful experience for Mike.
= Visiting museums is a wonderful experience for Mike.

= a decision now difficult for her.
= difficult for her a

decision now.

Also, some exercises in the unit just require students to recognize the word
they heard from the recording. The example on page 67 of Book 1 is simply a piece

of listening practice:
i ‘ —a ) ot

After a comprehensive evaluation of all the four-skill exercises in the six
textbooks, both integrative and separate applications of four language skills are
found within the materials. However, the exercises that integrate multiple language
skills do not entirely reflect an understanding of the communicative abilities that
underlie all language, such as interpretation, expression, and negotiation of
meaning. Instead, sometimes these exercises are merely a comprehension check by
applying different language skills. Learners have little opportunity to practice to

interpret, express, or negotiate meanings with the target language.



Criterion 4. Rationale of exercise types: Is there a clear rationale for exercise
types and their reaction to both the short-term and long-term goals

of the learners?

Based on the content of the introduction page of this set of materials, the
rationale for its exercise types is clearly stated. It is stated that the compilation of
the materials is based on principles of Communicative Approach. The major
consideration falls on themes, while grammatical introductions are minor. However,
after a comprehensive evaluation of the content of the exercises, it is interesting to

note that the actual situation is not exactly in agreement with its rationale.

Criterion 5. Encouragement of the use of classroom language: Are the
learners encouraged to use the L2 in the daily conduct of class
activities? Are they shown ways of saying, “I’'m sorry, I don’t
understand,” “What do you mean?” “Let me explain,” “What’s the

word for ?”” and similar classroom language?

In this material, there is nothing much in the text that encourages students to
use the target language in the daily conduct of class activities. The only text that
associates language learners with classroom language is an appendix of teacher’s
classroom language in Book 1 and Book 2, in which only two expressions can be
considered helpful to students when they need to use L2 to communicate with
others in class. These two sentences are “Can you give me an example?”” and “How

do you say that in English?”” The examples are shown as below:

Classroom English (Book 1, p.144) Classroom English (Book 2, p.144)
1. Class is over. 1. Answer in a complete sentence.
2. Close your book. 2. Can you give me an example?
3. Come in, please. 3. Cheer up.




4. Come up here. 4. Class dismissed.

5. Go back to your seat. 5. Do we have any volunteers?
6. Let’s play a game. 6. Do you have any questions?
7. Listen to the CD/tape. 7. Do you understand?

8. Look at me. 8. Excellent work!

9. Open your book to page 10. 9. Hand in your homework.
10. Point to the picture. [10. How do you say that in English?]
11. Put your book away. 11. It’s your turn.

12. Put your hand down. 12. Manners, please.

13. Raise your hand. 13. Never give up.

14. Repeat after me. 14. Pay attention, please.

15. Sit down, please. 15. Say it together.

16. Stand up, please. 16. Take your time.

17. Take a break. 17. That’s fantastic!

18. Take out your book. 18. What’s your answer?

19. Time for class. 19. Whose turn is it?

20. Wait! 20. Work in pairs.

The purpose of the two appendices is to help students understand and get
familiar with teacher’s orders or instructions in L2 in the classroom. However, it
gives no opportunity for students to express their doubts or questions when they
need or want to use L2 to communicate with their teachers or classmates. Therefore,
it is disappointing that this set of materials seems to lack resources that encourage

language learners to communicate in classroom settings.
Criterion 6. Outside classroom language samples: Are learners encouraged to
look for language samples outside the textbook and outside the

classroom?

Apparently, there are no specific instructions or activities in the six textbooks



that encourage learners to search for language samples outside the textbook or the
classroom. This type of language sample, such as a recording of a foreigner’s talk
or an advertisement from a foreign newspaper, not only relates the material to
students’ real lives but also stimulates their motivation. However, this kind of

activity cannot be found within this set of materials.

Criterion 7. Interesting layout: Are the materials attractive? Are there
photographs, drawings, charts, colors, and so forth that invite the

learners to browse, ask questions, and start a conversation?

The overall layout of the six textbooks is quite inviting. From the book cover
to the overall content, there are plenty of photographs, drawings, charts, and colors
included in the materials, which make this set of materials very attractive. For
example, the photographs in the warm-up activities are usually very interesting,
which may trigger students’ interests to discuss or talk about the photographs. Here

are some examples from page 29 of Book 5:

|~ SO, B N L

The photographs are about some different cultural events. It is specified in
the instructions that this activity aims to have students to talk about their own
experiences or understandings of the events. The colorful appearance of the
photographs may attract students’ attention, hence drive their communicative
needs.

Another example of attractive layout is the comics at the end of each unit. In

Book 2 through Book 5, there is usually a common theme for the comics of each
book:

Book Theme of the Comics

2 A Journey to the West




3 Aladdin
4 The Tale of the White Snake

5 Spiderboy

The plot of each theme comic is well known to the students. One special
thing about the comics is that besides some daily expressions for communication,
the target items introduced in the unit would also appear in the characters’ lines,
which aims to motivate students to review what they have learned from the unit.

Here is the example from page 96 of Book 2:
1hen we need to ciump eip: nelp
-over Flame Mountain. I Look at the boy!

The target item introduced in the unit is the expressions of time and dates.
Therefore, the lines created in this comic are then focusing on the target item. In
addition, the drawings of the comic are very attractive as well, which invite
learners to pay more attention to it. Generally, the layout of this set of materials

successfully appeals to learners’ communicative needs.

Criterion 8. Teacher’s role: What role is assigned to the teacher? What special

skills does this role require?

Based on the activities and exercises compiled in this set of materials, the
teacher’s role in regard to the books is similar to that of a knowledge transmitter,
who explains and teaches the content of the textbook to language learners. Without
the teacher’s guidance, students can hardly use the textbooks to learn the target
language. Therefore, this set of materials is considered a teacher-centered
instrument. There are two main reasons for this statement:

First, the instructions or rationales of each activity or exercise are extremely



brief. Students may feel confused about the purpose of the content if they need to
learn the target language from the textbooks by themselves. Here is an example

from page 35 of Book 6:

Read.
A car accident is the one which/that happens to us most often.
Sec| I don’t know the boy who/that is sitting next to Cindy. hat in
classroom| The accident which/that we saw this morning was terrible. cative

The person who/that I talked to is my English teacher.

needs bu 'which

confirmWhiteecessity for a teacher’s guidance when using the materials.

ObviduslY 18 decisiediadmmidhg susitivnsar s tiehde¥sntered teaching,
which takes (opy FEI of, (98 SRS’ 100r 7, SeYSipg, feir_communicative

competence. Underlying the basis of CLT principles, a teacher’s role of a

communicative material ought to be the facilitator of communication, not a leader

who takes control of everything.

Criterion 9. Accessibility to supplementary materials: What supplementary
materials are available? Are there student workbooks? A teacher’s guide?
Visual aids? To what extent do they enhance the major themes or content of the

textbook?

The supplementary materials include student workbooks, a teacher’s manual,
visual aids and electronic resources. Basically, these supplementary materials are
quite helpful to the major themes of the textbook. For example, the function of the
student workbook is to create more opportunities for students to practice the target
items in diverse types of exercises. The teacher’s manual assists teachers in using
the materials in their classrooms. In addition, teachers may use visual aids and
electronic resources to enhance the students’ learning. All of the supplementary

materials are consistent with the major content of the textbooks.



Emerging Criteria

In the process of data coding and categorizing, the researcher found three
distinctive themes emerging from the analyzed categories — text authenticity,
sequencing, and limited focus of sentence structures. These three themes did not fit
any of the nine criteria developed for the micro analysis of the study. However,
they matched other CLT principles characterized by Brown (2001), Richards and
Rogers (2001), and Finocchiaro and Brumfit’s (1983). Therefore, the researcher
added the three themes to the original nine criteria as additional findings for a more
comprehensive material analysis. The researcher labeled the three additional
findings as Criterion 10, 11 and 12. The content and theoretical foundations of the
three themes, along with the results were detailed as follows:

Criterion 10 (text authenticity) can be referred to Brown’s (2001) and
Richards and Rogers’ (2001) definitions of CLT principles, which are listed as

follows:

e Language techniques are designed to engage learners in the
pragmatic, authentic, functional use of language for meaningful
purposes. Organizational language forms are not the central focus,
but rather aspects of language that enable the learner to accomplish
those purposes (Brown, 2001).

e Authentic and meaningful communication should be the goal of

classroom activities (Richards and Rogers, 2001).

And Criteria 11 and 12 can be referred to Finocchiaro and Brumfit’s (1983)
definitions of CLT principles, in which:

e Sequencing is determined by any consideration of content, function,
or meaning that maintains interest.
e The target linguistic system will be learned best through the

process of struggling to communicate.



Criterion 10. Text authenticity — theme-based/structure-based: Are the texts of
the materials developed from authentic situations or simply on the

basis of certain grammatical structures?

In this category, both theme-based and structure-based texts are included in
the six textbooks. Theme-based texts are usually developed based on authentic
contexts. For example, the text of the activity on page 49 of Book 3 is designed on

the basis of daily notes from family members:

Today is Saturday. David got up at about nine. He found
two notes on his bedroom door from his dad and sister.

D i i of Book 4,
ear son, David,

which Your mom and | read your report
card. You did so well on your science I'm late for my tennis
class. Please take out the
trash for mel By the way, did
you see my cell phone? I

test this time — we’re very happy!
Your mom made a chocolate cake

for you. It’s in the refrigerator. Go and

can't find it! low-up
eat some after breakfast!
activi Dad Janice of the
unit—di Date: Sundayl__ 8:30 a.m. at is, it
can be s Time: 10:00 -- 11:30 a.m. res. For
exan/lplej Place: Rose Park present
continuo nse:
Sentence Pattern Text (Dialog, Book 1, p.84)

am/is/are + V-ing (Patty is walking her dog with Amy at the park
(Present Continuous) | now)
Amy: Wow, this is a big park!
Patty: A lot of people are playing basketball

here.



Amy: And some old men and women are
dancing over there.

Patty: Look! Isn’t that Kevin?

Amy: Yes, it is. What’s he doing there?

Patty: He’s dancing with a woman.

Another example is the reading passage on page 35 of Book 2, which
focuses on Simple Present Tense. Four out of five sentences are structure-based

considerations, indicating that the texts are structure-based materials.

Sentence Pattern Text (Reading, Book 2, p.35)
He/She/lt + V-s My sister, Mia, doesn’t like her eyes
(Simple Present) or legs, but she is beautiful to me. She is a

good student; she studies every day.
She is a great daughter; she helps
Mom and Dad. And she is a wonderful

sister; she takes care of me. In my eyes, she

is so beautiful.

Based on the findings, therefore, although both theme-based and
structure-based texts are found in the materials, the proportion of structure-based
texts is much greater than the former type. This feature is in conflict with CLT

principles that emphasize authenticity of the material.
Criterion 11. Sequencing: randomly/simple to complex: Are the grammatical
structures of the material compiled in a sequencing or random

order?

In this category, it is evident that the grammatical structures in the set of



materials are arranged in sequence. That is, there is an orientation which sets the
grammatical items to be introduced from simple to complex. Basically, the
grammatical focus in Books 1 and 2 is on present tense, including simple present
and present continuous, while the focus in Books 3 and 4 is associated with
intermediate grammatical structures, such as past tense, comparative and
superlative sentences, and adverbial clauses as well as subordinate clauses.

In Books 5 and 6, the grammatical level has risen from intermediate to
high-intermediate stage, in which present perfect tense, passive voice, and relative
clauses are introduced to students. To sum up, this set of materials shows a very
organized and sequenced compilation in regard to the complexity of the sentence
patterns. A more complex item will never exist in the text of basic level. This kind
of organization does not promote communicative competence in terms of

CLT-based materials.

Criterion 12. Limited focus on sentence structures: Do the materials
emphasize that each unit can only contain one or two grammatical

structures?

On average, there are at most two to three grammar foci introduced in each
unit. This finding once again suggests the structure-based nature of this set of
materials, which does not conform to the communicative principles in the

development of instructional materials.

Summary of the findings

In conclusion, based on the results of both macro and micro analyses, this set
of junior high school English textbooks shows little connection with CLT-based
principles and has a more structure-based orientation. In micro analysis, this set of
materials only fits two of the twelve criteria (Criterion 7 and 9), which is not

completely in line with CLT principles.



V. Conclusion
This chapter discusses the major results of the study based on the material
analyses of one textbook series. Implications, limitations, and the significance of

the study are also presented in the following sections.

Discussion

This study evaluates a commonly used junior high school English textbook
series with a set of criteria developed on the basis of CLT principles. Within the
global atmosphere that emphasizes language teaching for communicative
competence, the Ministry of Education (MOE) of Taiwan has promoted English
education based on this trend for many years as well. Accordingly, the importance
of the consistency between MOE’s policies and the reality in terms of teachers’
belief and practice, learners’ needs and perceptions of CLT, and compilation of
teaching materials has a potential impact on the overall efficacy of MOE’s efforts.

In Taiwan, relevant studies have focused on the perspectives or preferences
of teaching materials or classroom practice from either teachers’ or learners’
positions as references for materials or teaching evaluation (Huang, 2005; Lee,
2005; Ma, 2002; Savignon and Wang, 2003; Wang, 2005). However, few have
looked at teaching materials through CLT-based criteria for material evaluation.
Therefore, this study attempts to find out to what extent the junior high school
English textbook series is in line with CLT principles.

The main source of data includes a junior high school English textbook
series, which is popular and commonly adopted by school teachers. The series of
textbooks were written based on the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum Guidelines
for Junior High Schools issued by the MOE of Taiwan in 1995. These guidelines
proposed principles for the teaching of junior high school English as well as for

textbook compilation, in which communicative competence is highly advocated.

Responding to the Research Question of the Study

The research question of this study examines the extent to which the English



language textbooks used for junior high school students is aligned with CLT
principles. The results of this study show a great mismatch between the claims by
publishers of the junior high school English textbooks in Taiwan and the CLT
principles promulgated in the Nine-year Integrated Curriculum Guidelines issued
by MOE. The results of this study indicate that the textbook series meet only two of
the twelve criteria that were used to characterize the CLT principles.

Among the twelve evaluation criteria employed for data analysis in the study,
nine were based on Savignon’s (2002) framework for materials evaluation, and
three emerged from the categorized themes induced during the data coding process.
The results of the analysis indicate that the contents of the textbook series are
generally presented as structure-oriented in nature. The major findings are

described below.

Findings from Macro Analysis

Based on the results in macro analysis, this set of English textbook series is
reported to address students aging from thirteen to fifteen with a basic level of
language proficiency. Moreover, according to the results examined through a
modified model of classification of text items, the overall layout of the textbook
series 1s consistently organized based on different types of exercises. The
distribution of these exercise types indicates an average distribution between
integrative and discrete-point orientation, which shows no significant characteristic
in determining whether the textbook series contains more form-focused or

communication-based materials.

Findings from Micro Analysis
The findings are more substantial in the micro analysis. The major findings
are described below:
1. Over half of the textbook items do not focus on communicative objectives;
rather, most exercises require answers either in complete sentence or using

specific structures instead of focusing on the conveyance of meanings and the



creative use of language. Exercises like sentence pattern, dialogue, reading and
extension activities fail to present practices communicatively.

. Also, among the exercises and activities contained in the textbook series, few
opportunities are found for learners to relate the materials to their personal
interests or experiences. In other words, most of the items are irrelevant to
students’ preferences, which lead to the distance between students and the
learning target.

. The textbook series contain both integrative and separate practices of four
language skills. Nevertheless, it is found that the exercises labeled as integrative
use do not entirely reflect an understanding of the communicative abilities that
underlie all language use such as interpretation, expression, and negotiation of
meaning. To a certain extent, those integrative exercises merely function as a
comprehension check, not giving much chance for students to interpret, express,
or negotiate meanings with the target language.

. The rationale of exercise types is clearly stated in the introduction page of each
textbook. However, it fails to explicitly state its relationship to both the
short-term and long-term goals of the language learners.

. Within the textbook series, there is no instruction that encourages students to use
the target language in the daily conduct of class activities. The only evidence
showing instructions relevant to classroom language is the appendices in Books
1 and 2 about the teacher’s rather than the students’ classroom language.

. There 1s no specific instruction or activities in the textbook series that encourage
learners to search for language samples outside the textbook or classroom.

. The appearance of the textbook series is quite attractive. There are photographs,
drawings, charts, colors and so forth that invite the learners to browse, ask
questions, and start a conversation.

. Results of the teacher’s role to the materials indicate a teacher-centered teaching,
in which teachers take too much of students’ floor to develop students’
communicative competence, which contradicts the principle that CLT teachers

ought to be the facilitator of communication.



9. Another finding that confirms the communicative orientation of the textbook
series is the accessibility to supplementary materials, including student
workbook, teacher’s guide, visual aids, etc.

10. As for the authenticity of the materials, both structure-based and theme-based
texts are found in the findings. However, it is interesting to note that all the
major sections of the materials are identified as structure-based texts, such as the
dialogue and reading sections.

11. According to the findings, the grammatical structures of the materials are
compiled in a sequenced organization. In other words, grammatical foci of the
materials are introduced from simple to complex level, which reveals a strong
characteristic featured in form-focused materials.

12. The last major finding from the data source is the limited focus on sentence
structures. It is found that in average, there are at most two to three grammatical
foci introduced in each unit, which fails to be in line with the communicative

principles in material development.

To sum up, this set of junior high school English textbooks shows little
consistency with CLT principles but a significant tendency towards form-focused
materials. The data source only fits two to four of the twelve criteria—a complete
fit in the criteria of interesting layout and accessibility of supplementary materials,
and a partial fit in the criteria of a clear statement of communicative objectives and
text authenticity). The findings are consistent with the research done by Parry
(2000), who identified speaking exercises in the two textbooks and reported the
CLT approach is reflected only partially in the design of speaking exercises, in
which communicative drills were the least frequent despite various claims that the
textbooks adopted a CLT approach. Therefore, it is evident that the set of textbook
series of this study is not in line with CLT principles. Moreover, similar mismatch
may also occur to many other teaching materials that claim to include CLT

principles.



Implications of the study

There are two major implications of the present study. The first implication
of the study explains the possibility of the mismatch phenomenon between
proclaimed teaching materials, as well as the difficulties involved with
understanding and implementing CLT in practice. Such implication is also
discussed in related research that indicates the obstacle to applying and matching
CLT principles with teachers’ beliefs, students’ needs, and material design (Li,
1998; Parry, 2000; Sato and Kleinsasser’s, 1999).

The other implication is the potential effect of the mismatch between
textbooks and practice in reality on English education. In Taiwan, the Ministry of
Education has put much effort into the promotion of language teaching for
communicative competence. However, research shows that the mismatch among
the government’s policies, school decisions, teacher’s beliefs, perspectives and
practice, students’ needs and teaching materials has caused problems in promoting
English education. For example, the guidelines for textbook compilation in the
Nine-year Integrated Curriculum may have been misinterpreted by the private
publishers because of marketing considerations, in which the needs and preferences
of in-service teachers—who are usually the decision makers of a school’s textbook
selection—dominate the compilation of the materials. Furthermore, if teachers have
misconceptions of the nature of communicative teaching, it is possible that teachers’
misconceptions may easily lead the materials back to form-focused teaching.

Based on what have been discovered of the present study, together with the
results of relevant studies, there is indeed a mismatch between the current junior
high school English textbook series and the principles of CLT. To make a
comprehensive summary of what has been concluded from the relevant studies,
there are several possible reasons for the mismatch, including:

a. Publisher’s misinterpretation of CLT.

b. Teachers’ misconceptions about CLT.

c. Teachers’ needs and preferences.
d

Teacher’s actual behavior in real classroom settings.



e. Student’s needs and preferences.

Since the present study has suggested the mismatch between what is claimed
and the reality, it is important for the government and researchers to understand the
phenomenon. The present study only looked at the mismatch occurring in a single
series of junior high school English textbooks. Therefore, it is suggested that future
studies include more textbooks and examine the ways they help teachers to
incorporate communicative elements into their teaching to enhance learners’

communicative competence.

Limitations of the study

There are a few limitations of this study. First, the present study did not
include classroom observations in the material evaluation in order to understand
teacher’s use of the teaching materials. It is because what the publishers have done
in current material compilation may have contributed to the development of
communicative competence to certain degrees. Moreover, since teachers’
misconceptions about CLT and their personal preferences may also affect the
outcome of students’ learning, classroom observations can also be taken as a
criterion to examine whether teachers do apply publisher’s efforts to classroom
teaching. Consequently, future studies could focus on teachers’ beliefs, conceptions
and practice to find out how materials that claim to use CLT principles are
interpreted.

Second, the present study did not evaluate all versions of junior high school
English textbooks pertaining to the major publishers in Taiwan. The reports of
material evaluation of this study cannot be proposed to completely reflect the
mismatch phenomenon of CLT principles in all aspects. To understand more of the
current situation of junior high school English textbooks development in Taiwan,
future studies can include a bigger scope of material evaluation.

To describe material evaluation in a more global, complete portray or

framework, classroom observations, surveys on teacher needs, teacher’s interviews,



and classroom observations of teaching implementations should all be included in

the evaluation.

Significance of the study

Continuing previous established findings on Communicative Language
Teaching in practice, the present study has made two major contributions to
English language education in Taiwan. First is the discovery of a mismatch in a
major junior high school English textbook in Taiwan. This finding provides the
motive of future studies for the associated institutions as well as researchers with
the same interests.

The other significant contribution of this study is the establishment of the
material evaluation framework developed by the researcher. This set of criteria was
developed using major theories on communicative competence and CLT, which are
reliable and provide a solid and convenient instrument for future research on

material evaluation as well as principles for material development.
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Reflection on The Development of Globalized City Space
and Community-Based Art Education

Iteractive Street Furriture Using Green Energy

udents’ green moftop desian bas hedped us win the
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Course Evaluation

Through the course, we expect touse a bottom-up method tomake
students, teachers. 3nd local residents to brainstorm together and take,

tockmolagy that ezables us to Teach the 203l

Abundant Actiities Held InYi<ong Communtty
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Green
Buildings
Design

Fine Arts

Love the Yitong St./Image Creativity class
First level : Observation and Analysis of the Space
Second level : Street Filming, interviewing, exploring stories of Yitong St.
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Good afternoon, everyone. I' m Kaya Lin, and this is Taylor Su. We
are students from Taipei Municipal Datong High School, and we are
also students participating in this project.

A LD S FEL A EHDF A LERFT A PELAT AR

A ER R RN PR
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Today, we would like to make a briefing of the high-scope project
we participated in. The title of the head project is “The Basic
Learning and Authentic Experience in a Creative City,” and its
sub-project conducted by Datong high school is called “A Teaching
Design /of Integrating Emerging Technology and Industry /into Arts
and Humanities Domain /in Senior High School —Based on Yitong St.”

FANPRLFA P LEPFREIIRFI DG AP DR E
&_The Basic Learning and Authentic Experience in a Creative City

m B¢+ 3tE A A Teaching Design of Integrating Emerging
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Technology and Industry into Arts and Humanities Domain in Senior
High School--Based on Yitong St.

As the name of the project indicates, we aim to take Yitong St. as
our base. You may wonder: Why Yitong Street? It is in fact because
Datong High School itself is located in Yitong community, which we
will pass by every day on our way to school, and we hope we can proceed
with the project based on the school-oriented concept.

ot F PR A PP FAR I U EL AHA LA 08
&ﬂ{ﬂé*k$ﬂiﬁf G EEALT s AR RN LB g
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There are in fact many interesting features that can be seen on
Yitong Street. Whether in art galleries, flower shops, traditional
markets or coffee shops, one can always find interesting elements
and stories on Yitong Street.

R R A P:Lm;f*—é’ P FRAEE LT R @
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This is the structure of our project. The integrated subjects of
the course design include fine art, music, living science and
technology, geography, and arts and 11fe. The content of the classes
we take revolves around Yitong st. and these school-oriented courses
are all developed with the integration of emerging technology. By
using bottom-up methods such as community interviewing,
questionnaires, art exhibitions, network platform for joint
creation, and strategic alliances of art, we hope we can grab local
residents’ attention and have them think about the possibilities
for the future Yitong Street.
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We also consider it a trend that cities go globalized. As Taipei
1s a globalized city, we think it 1s very important to cultivate
creative people and shape creative space and environment. Under the
influence of globalization, we need more than ever the local
cultural art experiment to bridge us to the world under the concept
of “glocalization,” for it is art, technology, education that
dominate the future trend, and space around the school may become
the resource for experience learning as well as an experimental area
for the future creative class.

Aipe REIF IS FEA - BAER LA TE - BrzkitagusH o
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Teachers of all courses guided us to collect information through
field trips and physical research. After learning more about the
history and development of the community, we then had Yitong
community as the theme base and created our work with methods such
as group work, community exploration and problem-solving.
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Take fine art class for example. We were encouraged to find out
stories in the community, and care about our living environment.
We also need to use documentary photography and film-editing to keep
record of people in the community. By doing so, our horizon has been
expanded through the love and care for the community.
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As for the music class, we were guided to find our favorite stores
in the community and use the software Finale to create music that
fits the store. Also, we are trained to present our works and share
our ideas.
FEPSFENIZATEFS AP DR Fo X2 1% Bi##4 Finale
FAABIER 6B RL RePs #0 2 PRF D L DIRGE LG 2l
P T

In geography class, we used GIS equipment to collect the
geographical information, and then do space analysis and draw maps
of the community.

PRARE S HEF PSREIF R UALR R RFTH TR * GIS2fF
ZRELTE AR -

As for living technology and science, we first learned to use 3D
digital tools to design products. This includes culture-based
design of figures, the design of 3D jigsaws, and the design of
machineries, and the community-based figures we designed will be
displayed to represent the community.

2REPHFARRA T D B A SR ORAET 0 245
FRRAESD B R R 6 D& SR 2 E R A R AP
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Our Arts and Life course focused on the creative street furniture
design, green buildings, and the experimental design of city space.
o 42 FHARARELAFERE R BEANEI B ORI

This is our green building design for the Chien-Guo market in the
community. Every market is an essential space for residents’
gathering, and it i1s also a vital symbol for community culture.
EEA PR R SR E S AR o F - B LR LR
FEFE > ad s AT PaE & Rt



We also made other green building designs and creative street
furniture designs for the community.
ARG R HE AT SEAREE REAID K

Altogether, they made Yitong community seem hustle and bustle.
FeAky Pl % @0 M-

Our works are all display on a network platform, which combines both
Google Earth and JavaScript API , so that geographical information
can be shown on the platform, this not only allows students to share
their artworks based on community features, but also enables us to
collect the creations done by the local resident.
NPTy h - Bt et 5 A% & google earth f- JavaScript
APl ehifesb s M &L & VAR n e g 3] E 4 ¢ 5 - QR Code,
T FEA LS RE S BREET R A AR AT L
SEELS: SR s pF O 1y BRIt SR e g G AR LN I U R T
T ot EE o R R EEAAF AR

In the course, students needed to design a creative pot plant, and
their works were then displayed in stores of the community. This
1s the flyer we made for the display, and in the future, by
interviewing store owners, we hope students try to combine the green
design with store features.
ﬂW§£@ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ’%ﬁ%ﬁ B AL T R R R I
TEF PR T DM

The course is a gradual process. We teach the green concepts at
school first, and then we guide students to realize the concepts
in the community. This is the picture for the students,
representation. In fact, our students’ green rooftop design has
helped us win the subsidy of three hundred thousand dollars. And
we will use the money to realize the green rooftop design on our
schools administration building.
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These are the four learning objectives designed by the professors.
We also design our courses based on these objectives. The four
learning targets are.

2y AW*WW$?33ﬁKﬁ%¥E4ﬁ§?E%ﬂ§4ﬁ§?5%¢
4. ..1. Understanding the diverse features of the school as well
as the community. 2. Nurturing the consciousness of space and
environment reconstruction. 3. Motivating students to take actions.
4. Enhancing students’ ability to utilize technology for art
creations.

As what I emphasized before, through the course, we expect to use
a bottom-up method to make students, teachers, and local residents
to brainstorm together and take actions to fill the community with
creativity. And it is the emerging technology that enables us to
reach the goal. Of course, we may face difficulties such as
insufficient fund and the cooperation with community members. But
we do believe, as long as we conduct the project with persistence
and perseverance, we will gradually see the positive outcome. Thank
you.
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