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Developing High Students’ Listening and
Speaking Competences: Using the Trojan War

P 22

I. Introduction

Whenever people talk about literature, they always think about
those big and heavy books of no apparent relevance to their real
lives. They think literature 1s only for people who are highly
educated. In fact, even people who are highly educated, they think
literature is laborious tedium. How could teachers teach literature
to high school students? Su (1992) points out that videos (CDs)
possess some features, such as authenticity, flexibility as well as
variety, therefore, teachers can use videos (CDs) as a means to teach
high school students literature. Is it possible for the EFL learners,
especially high school students to gain enjoyment from reading
literature? Tomlinson (1986) proposes that it has been his experience
in Europe, Africa, Indonesia, Japan and the South Pacific that it is
possible for the majority of any group of EFL learners to gain
enjoyment and considerable profit from reading literature.
Literature can be taught to high school students as long as teachers
can simplify the materials she or he uses.

[ propose to use The Trojan War taken from Homer' s The Iliad as
my literary material to teach students listening and speaking
competences. The reasons are simple but important. I can get the CDs
about the Trojan War easily. Rigy (1980) found that students depended
most on the sense of sight (80%) to learn, and then the sense of
hearing (11%). Students can learn better by watching videos. Lin
(2001), in her study the students in the film-watching group have
higher motivation than those in the article-reading group. Because
literary works are more difficult, students can learn better by film
watching.

-13 -



II. Literature Review
Why Teach Literature
Hu (2002), in her study, the result shows that after using
literature as supplementary reading material for high school students
studying English as a foreign language, more students liked English.
Therefore, literature can be used as reading materials to help
students learn English Dbetter. Lazar (1997) suggests that
“pinpointing possible approaches can help us select and design
materials for classroom use, as well as to assess the suitability of
published materials” (p. 22). Below are the approaches presented by
Lazar (p. 23-24): 1. A language - based approach. Studying the
language of the literary text will help to integrate the language
and literature syllabuses more closely. Detailed analysis of the
language and the literary text will help students to make meaningful
interpretations or informed evaluations of it--- . 2. Literature as
content. Literature itself is the content of the course, which
concentrates on areas such as the history and characteristics of
literary movements; the social, political and historical background
to a text; literary genres and rhetorical devices, etc. Students
acquire English by focusing on course content, particularly through
reading set texts and literary criticism relating to them--- . 3.
Literature for personal enrichment. Literature is a useful tool for
encouraging students to draw on their own personal experiences,
feelings and opinions. It helps students become more actively
involved both intellectually and emotionally in learning English,
and hence aids acquisition. Excellent stimulus for group
work:-- .Carter and Long (1991) make a distinction between the study
of literature and the use of literature as a resource as follows
(p. d):
The study of literature involves reading literature within an academic,
institutionalized setting for purposes of obtaining qualifications in
literary studies. It involves a considerable baggage of critical concepts,
literary conventions and metalanguage and the requirement is often that
students should show an ability to use literary terms and concepts in
talking and writing about literature---.Using literature as a resource
suggests a less academic though no less serious approach to the reading
of literature. As we have seen, literature can be a special resource for

personal development and growth, an aim being to encourage greater
sensitivity and self-awareness and greater understanding of the world

- 14 -



around us.

The approach “literature as content” by Lazar is similar to
“the study of literature” by Carter and Long. Also their view of
“literature for personal enrichment” is the same. Carter and Long

make a further comparison between “knowledge about literature” and
“knowledge of literature.” In the course of literature instruction,

they point out that :
knowledge about literature tends to be taught in a teacher-centered way
and leads to a passive reception of information about texts, while
knowledge of literature is “conveyed by activity-based, student-centered
approaches, which aim to lead to a high level of personal response and
involvement” (p.4).

To encourage students to participate in literary learning
actively, Evan (2002) proposes the literature discussion groups in
literature teaching. “The rationale for using peer- led literature
discussions in many of these studies 1s that such instructional
contexts help students take ownership of their learning and provide
a forum that allows all students’ voices to be heard” (p.46).

Maloch (2002) points out one teacher s role in literature
discussion groups and the transition from a teacher- led to a
student-led discussion (p. 94). In the “interaction pattern of
teacher 1initiation, student response, and teacher evaluation,
teacher- led discussions may place students in a passive, less
responsible role” Cazden (1988). So Maloch notes that “the
transition from a teacher-led format to a student-led one entails a
significant shift in the roles and demands of all participants” (p.
94). The new tendency is to adopt the student-centered approach in
literature instruction. Certainly the aim of all our teaching is to
train students for language competence as well as literary competence.
The approach of literature as content offers students a good chance
of being immersed in genuine literary materials. The approach of
literature for personal enrichment motivates students to be more
actively 1involved 1intellectually and emotionally in language
learning. Considering the advantages and disadvantages of the
approaches mentioned above, English teachers should adjust their
literature teaching methods in a balanced way to gain the advantages
and to avoid the disadvantages. Thus, students can improve their
linguistic competence, have access to a wide range of authentic

- 15 -



literary materials for literary competence, and develop their
literary motivation. We can now sum up a methodological approach to
the teaching of literature. A well-rounded approach should be, as
Harmer (1996) presents, a balanced activities approach, for it “sees
the job of the teacher as that of ensuring that students get a
variety of activities which foster acquisition and which foster
learning” (p. 42). Stern (1985) also thinks that it will be better
to adopt an integrated approach to teaching fairy tales, graded
readers, short stories, plays, and poems, for literature is not only
read for comprehension and appreciation but also used in a variety
of related activities that promote language development (p. 330).
Duff and Maley (1990) claim that there are three types of
justification for using literary texts: linguistic, methodological,
and motivational. In terms of linguistic, literary texts provide a
wide range of styles, so they are worthy of consideration. The fact
that literary works are open to multiple interpretation means that
only rarely will two readers’ understanding of or reaction to a
given text be identical. This ready-made opinion gap between one
individual’ s interpretation and another’ s can be bridged by real
interaction. Literary texts are non-trivial in the sense that they
deal with matters which concerned the writer enough to make him or
her write about them. In this they are unlike many other forms of
language teaching inputs, which frequently trivialize experience in
the service of pedagogy.

Why Teach the Trojan War

Tomlinson (1986) states that when enjoyment and profit from
reading literature have been created the following benefits have

resulted (P. x- xi).

1. Enrichment of intake: Literature can provide an intake that is
rich in potential information about authentic use of language.

2. Focus on content: All literature, by definition, has content (P.
x). The story of the Trojan War involves the origin of the war,
the Trojan War and the fall of the Troy. Learners can acquire
language when they read the interesting story.

3. Real use of reading skills: When reading the Irojan War, learners
might use such skills as prediction to guess what might happen
next. Learners might use visualization to imagine the conversation
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between two characters or the wedding party in the story.

4. Stimulus for other language activities: Because there are many
characters, such as Gods and people in the Trojan War and the
story 1s complex, learners can easily understand the main
characters and the story by using different activities, such as
group discussion.

5. Motivation: The Trojan horse is the main “character” that causes
the fall of Troy. It is also a deadly computer virus that causes
serious damage when people’ s computers are infected Trojan horses.
Learners can learn not only the literature but also the real
reason why the virus is called Trojan horses. Literary works can
motivate even the most reluctant learners because of its appeal
to their humanity (P. x).

6. Experience: Learners can learn other country’ s culture by reading
literary works. When reading the Trojan War, learners can the
host-guest relationship of other country.

7. Self-access: If students know the story about the Trojan War they
can go to see the movie 7he Troy after school. They can also buy
DVDs if they want to learn more about the language by using the
subtitle. Learner will learn best if they can do more research
themselves after school.

III. The Application of the Troy Stories in Listening
Word Bingo

Every student has a piece of paper on which squares (Worksheet
/) have been ruled out, 25 (5 by 5). On the blackboard there is a
list of words -altogether 30 or 35—from which each student of the
class choose 25 to fill in the squares on her or his sheet. The
leader of the game calls out words from the list at random and those
who have the word on their card cross it out. The first player to
have five words in a line or column crossed out calls Aingo. This
activities is modified from an activity proposed by Lee (1986, p.
102)

Zeus, Hera, Athena, Apollo, Artemis, Ares, Hephaetus, Aphrodite,

Hermes, Poseidon, Demeter, Dionysus, Cupid, Heracles, Nike, Eos,
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Coloris, Persephone, Hades, Achilles, Hector, Agamemnon, Diomedes,

Peleus, Thetis, Helen, Menelaus, Priam, Hecuba, Paris

BINGO

Worksheet 1

This activity is used to help students recognize the characters
in the story. The sooner they know the characters, the more easily
they will understand the story. Many of the names are multi-syllable
words, so ‘teachers can wuse the names to train students’

pronunciation.
Families

Ask students questions about their families, for example ‘Jason,
how many people are there in your family? , ‘What' s your mother’ s

name?” Then repeat some of the information making some mistakes.
Ask students to stop you when they hear a mistake. Draw a family
tree on the board. Tell the students to look carefully at the family
tree. Ask them some questions about 1it.

Tell students that you are going to describe Achilles’ family
(Achilles is the protagonist in the Trojan War. ). They should listen
carefully and call out “Stop!” 1if they hear any mistakes.

Far away across from the Aegean sea was the city of Troy, whose

king was rich and powerful. His name was Priam, and his eldest

son was called Hector. Just before their second son was born,

Priam’ s wife, Hecuba, dreamed that he had brought into the

world a flaming torch which would set fire to the city of Troy.

When the students call out “Stop!” , ask students what the
mistake was, and
what the correct answer should be. Ask students to draw the family
tree. This activities i1s modified from an activity proposed by
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Hadfield (1999, p. 26). The aim of the activity is to help students
understand the relationship between characters. If they can draw the
family tree correctly, they can understand the story more easily.

True and false

There are two chairs (labeled True and False) in the front of
the class, and a member of each team is ready to sit either one or
the other. Alternatively, the members of each team are numbered, and
the leader of the game calls any number. Oral statements are made
that are from the story of the Trojan War, e.g. Aphrodite gets the
golden apple at last (True). Zeus gives the golden to Aphrodite
(False). If the first person of each team thinks the answer true
they hurry to the True chair, and try to sit on it; if they think it
false they hurry to the False chair, and try to sit on it. The first
to sit down fairly and squarely on the right chair get a team point.
This activities is modified from an activity proposed by Lee (1986,
p. 103).

Interruption
Each group has a short story ready. The story is from the Trojan War.
The group faces the class and the leader begins, but members of the
class interrupt with questions on point of detail. These questions
are answered by other members of the story-tellers’ group. This
activities is modified from an activity proposed by Lee (1986, p.
106). The aim of the activity is to let the teacher know whether the
students understand the story.
Told and re-told

Four people go out of the classroom, while the class gets an
extract from the Trojan War. This should be an unfamiliar one (or
not be taught before). Back comes No. 1 and is told the story. If it
is short, one or two members of the class can tell it, and if it’ s
longer, maybe four or five, but it should not be very long. No. 1
listens very carefully, then brings in No. 2 and retells the story
as accurately as he or she can. The class listens and points out any
inaccuracies. No. 2 now brings in No. 3 and tells the story again,
which help from No. 1—this time i1t goes more fast and there should
be less for the class to correct. Next, No.3 brings in No. 4 and,

-19 -



helped by No. 1 and 2, No. 3 tells the story again. Then No. 4 tells
1t to the class, asking them questions maybe to make sure of some of
the points. Lastly, members of the class can put the questions to
all four in order to bring out the full detail, and the story may be

retold by others. This activities is modified from an activity
proposed by Lee (1986, p. 105)

Finding the answers

Everyone has a numbered card bearing a question and another
numbered card bearing an answer (not to that question). Altogether
there are as many question cards and answer cards as there are
members of the class. Question cards and answer cards should be of
different colors and those which belong together should have the
same number. Furthermore, there should be only one answer to each
question. One at a time the members of the class, alternately from
the two teams, ask the questions they have on their card (without
mentioning the car number) and name somebody in the other team to
reply. If the one named has the right answer he or she must read it
out and give the answer card to the questioner, who checks that
number on the card is the same. If he or she does not have the right
answer card, however, he answers: Sorry, I don’ t know, and it is
his turn to ask. The team with most pairs of matched card is the

winner. This activities is modified from an activity proposed by Lee
(1986, p. 107)

Selective recall
The teacher needs a recording passage of dialogue from the
Trojan War for this activity. The passage you choose should be about
five to eight minutes in length. The teacher doesn’ t need copies of
the text for the students, but the teacher should have a copy for
him/ herself to consult while playing the recording. Learners listen
to the recording and mark any of the dialog exchanges which you think
the students would be able to recall at least partly, from memory.
In class, play the recording of the passage you have chosen.
When 1t is finished, ask the students to recall as much as they can
of the situation. Then play the recording again. But this time, stop
the tape at certain chosen points and ask the students to recall, as
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accurately as they can, the words which follow immediately after the
pause. This activities is modified from an activity proposed by Duff
(1990, p. 147)

IV. The Application of the Troy Stories in speaking
Summarising the summary

Students work in pairs and each writes a summary of the section
read, with a maximum number of words, for example, 20. Then they
pass on their summary to the next group, which must reduce it to
half its length, that is, to 10 words. Final versions are read out
and changes discussed.
Passage from the Trojan War

Not invited to the important marriage of Peleus and Thetis,

Eris got angry and threw into the wedding hall a golden apple
marked “For the Fariest.” The three goddesses—Hera, Athena,
and Aphrodite—asked Zeus to Judge who should get it; however
Zeus made Paris judge among them. At last, Paris gave Aphrodite
the apple. Aphrodite would let him own the most beautiful woman
in the world.

The aim of the activity is to train students’ writing and
speaking competences. Students must use their own words to finish
the task. This activities is modified from an activity proposed by
Collie. & Slater (1987, p. 58)

Reconstructing the Story

A short story i1s cut up into sentences or phrases and each
sentence 1is pasted on a strip of card. Two or more of these strips
are given to each member of the group. The learners read out their
sentences and then try to put them into the right order.

Thousands of years ago there lived in Sparta, a town of
Greece, a king called Tyndarcus. He and his wife, Leda, had four
children: two sons called Castor and Polydeuces, and two
daughters, Clytemnestra and Helen. Clytemnestra had married
Agamemnon, the son of the king of Mycenae, but Helen, the younger
daughter, was not yet married.

The leader read out the first sentence. Then the second is found
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and the two are read. And so on, until the story is reconstructed.
This activities is modified from an activity proposed by Lee (1986,
p. 128)

Describing people

Ask learners who has some things in common with you to come to
the front of the class. Pre-teach ‘both’ by standing beside him or
her, gesturing, and talking about the things you have in common, for
example:

We are both tall.
We have both got short hair.

Students have to describe the characters in the Trojan War. If
students have some things in common with the characters, they have
to practice the pattern “We are both:--”  “Helen is very beautiful
so students have to say “We are both beautiful.” This activities
is modified from an activity proposed by Hadfield (1999, p. 38)

Silent Film

The class sees, at least twice, a short film (five - ten minutes)
with action in it, but does not hear the sound, which has been turn
off. The film is about the ITrojan War. Groups then discuss their
interpretation of what they have seen: who are the people in the
film, what has been happening? The film is then shown with the sound
turned on. This activities is modified from an activity proposed by
Lee (1986, p. 187).
Suggestion the words
For this activity, teachers need passages of fifteen to twenty lines
involving dialog between two characters. The extracts should as far
as possible be self-explanatory. From the dialogue in the passages,
select five to eight short remarks, such as ‘I’ d like that” , ‘Do
you mind?" , or fragments. Then write out the passage(s)., omitting
the selected expression. In class, give the students copies of the
passage. Ask them to read it through and note down their suggestion
for the missing words. After five minutes, ask them to form groups
of four and compare notes. During the discussion they should note
down any fresh ideas.

Class discussion: Ask each group to call out its suggestion.
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Write up as many as you can on the board, or ask two students to
help with the writing. This activity is modified from an activity
proposed by Duff. & Maley (1990, p. T72-73).
Oral summaries

Delivering an oral summary of a section read at home gives the
students good practice while affording the teacher a check that the
reading has indeed been done. In a simple variation, two or three
individuals are asked to record on cassette a summary of the section
read at home. A time limit is set for each summary. The class listens
to all three, jotting down any points of divergence between them, or
omission. This activity i1s modified from an activity proposed by
Duff. & Maley (1990, p. 70)

Discussion based on questionnaires

Questionnaires are very helpful in sparking discussion. A
simple kind lists statements with answer boxes to be ticked, such
as: agree/ disagree/ not sure. These can be prepared to be filled in
at home, with follow-up in the next lesson. Students are then asked
to discuss their choices with their partners. Worksheet 2 is based
on the Trojan War by Homer. This activity is modified from an activity
proposed by Duff. & Maley (1990, p. 70)
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Tick the appropriate box. Agree Disagree Notsure

1. The judgment of Paris is right. ] ] []
2. Paris breaks host-guest L] [] []
relationship. ] [] []

3. Paris should give the golden apple

to Hera or Athena. ] [] []

4. Peleus and Thetis should invite Eris

to their wedding party.
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N T T S AN T T 1
R R R S
food 4 0 0.667 0.045 0.040 0.500
geotagged 1 3 0.000 0.045 0.047 0.583
graffiti 4 2 0.000 0.048 0.060 0.550
map 1 2 0.000 0.043 0.036 0.667
mrt 3 5 0.000 0.050 0.071 0.567
noodles 1 2 0.000 0.043 0.030  0.500
ntu 3 4 0.000 0.048 0.060  0.550
people 9 2 9.200 0.063 0.094 0.378
scooters 1 5 0.000 0.050 0.071  0.567
street 9 3 9.200 0.063 0.094  0.356
taipei 5 8 7.900 0.063 0.096 0.378
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food 4 0 0.667 0.045 0.040 0.500
graffiti 4 2 0.000 0.048 0.060 0.550
map 1 2 0.000 0.043 0.036 0.667
mrt 3 5 0.000 0.050 0.071 0.567
noodles 1 2 0.000 0.043 0.030 0.500
ntu 3 4 0.000 0.048 0.060 0.550
people 9 2 9.200 0.063 0.094 0.378
scooters 1 5 0.000 0.050 0.071 0.567
street 9 3 9.200 0.063 0.094 0.356
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N &3 8

PRELFBTHEEENE > 23 "ﬁi B2 5 % 7l T 18 & T i(magneto-
electric coupling effect) s 44 AT # kAR B WS » = FLFL P B LR
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AR AL EFES A VBB (TR 44 chCaMn, 04,8 & > & B] & sol-gel

#9249 % CaMn, 04,34 % > 2 % 12 D, Dimitrov £ X # #CaMn,0,,2_ ¥ % &

BCaMn, 04,2 B & 7 &4 > 0 B 5 9 &% CaMn; 04,2 = 41 o
CaMn7012f‘” ’hlﬁl‘% e ﬁi-&r—f I?;]Z-l ’

E Y-S ECE
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2-12 FAEFHRER
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wEEsELEt
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SQUID % #RSO(Reciprocating Sample Option) £ B > & & € ‘3 R
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=
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Fig- H AT F A A F R D CaMn, 0 R - 26 RREEE
RGeS 0 W R ILF %K1 v sk Bo4F eh- f8-CaMn; 04, = £ & STO(100) 2

/E" ’;3‘_;}’% t]‘::!'_ o

3-2-3 CaMn;0,, % & % STO(100) 2. & 534
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